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SUMMARY: BOTH SHAH OF IRAN AND SAUDI PRINCE FAH'D HAVE 
TOLD BRITISH THEY WERE VERY IMPRESSED BY SADDAM HUSSEIN 
IN ALGIERS. SHAH INDICATES ACT OF FAITH REPRESENTED BY 
AGREEMENT WITH IRAQ IS CHANCE WORTH TAKING IN VIEW OF 
IMMINENT DANGER OF ESCALATED HOSTILITIES BETWEEN IRAN AND 
IRAQ. PRINCE FAH'D PLANS TO VISIT BAGHDAD TO TRY TO GET 
SAUDI BORDER SETTLEMENT WITH IRAQ. END SUMMARY. 

1. FCO'S ASSISTANT UNDER SECRETARY WEIR TOLD US MARCH 19 
THAT BRITISH AMBASSADOR PARSONS RECENTLY HAD AUDIENCE 
WITH THE SHAH IN WHICH SHAH EXPLAINED WHY HE HAD MADE 
AGREEMENT WITH IRAQ. SHAH TOLD PARSONS THAT IN VIEW OF 
IRAQI MILITARY SUCCESSES IRAN WOULD HAVE HAD TO ESCALATE 
ITS MILITARY INTERVENTION ON KURDS’ BEHALF DURING THIS 
YEAR'S FIGHTING SEASON BEGINNING IN THE SPRING. THIS 
CARRIED GREAT RISK OF ALL-OUT WARFARE WITH IRAQ. AT THE 
SAME TIME, SHAH SAID, KURDISH LEADER BARZANI WAS GROWING 
OLD AND GENERALLY SLOWING DOWN. SHAH HAD BEEN VERY IM- 
PRESSED BY SADDAM HUSSEIN'S ATTITUDE IN ALGIERS. HUSSEIN 
HAD AGREED TO THE THALWEG LINE AND HAD EVEN PROPOSED 
COLLABORATION BETWEEN IRAQ AND IRAN IN AFFAIRS OF THE 
GULF. SHAH ADMITTED AGREEMENT REPRESENTED SOMETHING OF 
AN ACT OF FAITH ON HIS PART AND INDICATED HE WOULD PLAY 
ALONG WITH HUSSEIN ON TALK OF COLLABORATION UNTIL HE SEES 
MORE SOLID EVIDENCE OF HUSSEIN S SINCERITY. 

2. BRITISH AGREE THAT SHAH HAS COMMITTED AN ACT OF 
FAITH. THEY NOTE THAT THALWEG LINE HAD BECOME SOMETHING 
OF A PERSONAL SYMBOL FOR HIM SO THAT HUSSEIN'S READINESS 
TO YIELD ON THAT SCORE ASSUMED VERY GREAT IMPORTANCE. 

AT THE SAME TIME PACIFICATION OF THE KURDS WILL RELEASE 
IRAQI RESOURCES FOR POSSIBLE USE ELSEWHERE. FOR EXAMPLE, 
BRITISH DO NOT THINK THAT IRAQIS WILL BE READY TO SETTLE 
THEIR BORDER PROBLEM WITH KUWAIT ON TERMS WHICH KUWAIT 
COULD ACCEPT. KUWAITIS ARE ALREADY WORRIED ABOUT THAT. 

3. WHEN SAUDI PRINCE FAH'D WAS RECENTLY IN LONDON 
(LONDON 4002 NOTAL) HE TOLD BRITISH HE TOO HAD BEEN IM- 
PRESSED BY SADDAM HUSSEIN IN ALGIERS. HE PLANS TO GO TO 
BAGHDAD EARLY IN APRIL TO TRY TO SETTLE THE SAUDI FRON- 
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TIER PROBLEM WITH IRAQ (THE NEUTRAL ZONE). PREDICTABLY. 
FAH'D TALKED OF CLOSER COOPERATION WITH THE SHAH ON GULF 
AFFAIRS. FAH'D INDICATED HE WOULD PROBABLY ALSO GO TO 
KUWAIT TO PUT FINISHING TOUCHES ON BOUNDARY SETTLEMENT 
THERE. 

4. COMMENT: BRITISH WERE CLEARLY AS SURPRISED AS EVERY- 
BODY ELSE BY THE AGREEMENT. THEY ARE NOT BEING PRESSED 
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VERY HARD DOMESTICALLY ON BEHALF OF THE KURDS AND GENER- 
ALLY WELCOME THE AGREEMENT IF IT HOLDS. THEY REALIZE 
THAT IT REPLACES RECENT FEAR OF SERIOUS WARFARE BETWEEN 
IRAQ AND IRAN BY MORE TRADITIONAL FEARS OF IRAQI MEDDLING 
ELSEWHERE IN THE AREA. THEY NOTE ISRAELIS AND KUWAITIS 
HAVE BECOME CONCERNED. ON THE WHOLE, HOWEVER. THEY ARE 
PREPARED TO WAIT AND SEE. END COMMENT. 

RICHARDSON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: KURDS, POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, BOUNDARY CLAIMS, MILITARY AGREEMENTS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 20 MAR 1975 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ElyME 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975LONDON04329 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750097-0934 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750333/aaaabdbx.tel 

Line Count: 124 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ElyME 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <17 APR 2003 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <22 SEP 2003 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SHAH'S EXPLANATION OF IRAN-IRAQ AGREEMENT; PRINCE FAH'D'S ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
TAGS: PFOR, IR, IZ, UK, KU, (PAHLAVI, MOHAMMAD REZA), (HUSSEIN, SADDAM), (FAHD, PRINCE) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



